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SHIRE & SOKE AGM

12th May 2009 2.00p.m.
Reachout Community Church, Havelock St, Wellingborough NN1 4QA
PRESENT: 
John Anderson, Teresa Brown, Betty Chalmers, Roger Clark, Cliff Faulkner, Lynn Fowkes, Séan Healey, Lewis Houston, Jean Levell, John Level, Alex McAspurren, Chris Pearson, Bob Purser, Andy Sipple, Tom Thurman, David Tinkler, Anne Toms, John Warrington, Peter Wilson, David Wiseman, Glayne Worgan (and Helen Murphy as Minuting Secretary)
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1. WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER

Lynn Fowkes (Chair) welcomed all to the AGM and thanked the Reachout Church, acting as host for the meeting.  She invited all to stand for a few moments and reflect on the life of Bishop Ian who had died on 7th May, and what he had given to Churches Together in the area.  She then opened the meeting with a prayer.

2. APOLOGIES: Jonathan Baker, Jenny Bond, Richard Cook, Adrian Coupe, Robert Hill, Pat Johnson, Eleanor Patrick, Charlie Nobbs, Sheila Snook, and Helen Wordsworth 


3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING (21st January 2009 and MATTERS ARISING (if not already on Agenda)

The minutes were accepted and signed by Lynn Fowkes.  There were no matters arising. 

4. APPOINTMENTS

(1)
John Anderson, the Methodist Ecumenical Officer was welcomed on to the Executive Committee.
5. SHIRE & SOKE CONSTITUTION

Teresa Brown reported that there had been two amendments, to the titles of the Northampton Methodist District and the East Midlands Synod of the URC.  Lynn Fowkes reminded all of the need to be aware of any changes in charity law, which could make it necessary to look at the Constitution again in the future.  The updated Constitution was then accepted and approved.
6. COUNTY ECUMENICAL OFFICER’S REPORT

Teresa Brown reported on various activities, since the last meeting in Christian Unity Week, as follows:

· At the end of Christian Unity Week: On 25th January, in Peterborough, a Declaration of Intent was signed at Park Road Baptist Church, with the Anglican and URC Ecumenical Officers taking part, with Bishop John Flack preaching the sermon.  On the same day, Teresa had attended the AGM of CT Northampton at Mount Pleasant Baptist Church, followed by an evening event in the RC cathedral.  
· Retreat: She had attended a 24-hour retreat for church leaders at Launde Abbey at the end of January, where Derek Markie (of the East Midlands Church Forum, who had addressed the last S&S meeting) was a speaker. There was also another speaker, who talked interestingly about workplace chaplaincy, and who could be invited to speak at a future S&S meeting.
· Women’s World Day of Prayer: Teresa had taken part in one of these worthwhile ecumenical events that take place each year in March, whose format provided a ready-made service for any women to make use of, with prayers and music organised.  
· S&S Web Site: This was launched on 17th March, with a ready-made patron in the form of St Patrick. The website was proving to be an ideal source of information and news of coming events.
· Churches Together Meetings: She had attended CT meetings in Wellingborough and Kettering, noting the value of meeting people in person rather than just via e-mail.
· Corby: A special event on Sunday, 29th March was signing the Declaration of Intent at Corby’s Rowlett Road Baptist Church for the new LEP at Little Stanion, involving both the URC and Baptists.
· Creating Ecumenical Partnerships: Teresa had been working on this document with Bob Purser, which would be published in due course.
· Other Events: Northampton: (i) A support group for Emmanuel Church had been established, following its review and (ii) the Directory of Northamptonshire Faith Groups had been launched, initially at the local synagogue. Peterborough: (i) Local advisory group meetings were chaired at Christchurch and Whittlesey, (ii) The AGM at Westgate Church was attended and (iii) The new format of Church Leaders Lunches now allowed more time for discussion.
· Ascension/Pentecost 2009: At the last meeting Teresa had asked for ideas/prayers for a prayer day at the end of May, with little response to date.  However, the Hope Northampton team had come up with a programme of events over the period Friday 22nd May to Sunday 31st (Pentecost) to take place at various venues.  Leaflets were available giving full details, and members were urged to go to Northampton to see what was happening.
· Pentecost 2010: Owing to the continuing financial depression, the original vision for the celebrations would have to be trimmed accordingly.  She had visited the Saints Stadium and talked to the sports chaplain about the various hire costs.  The Executive, on behalf of the churches, had come to the conclusion that, at £10,000 alone for hire fees, this would not be affordable.  However, the date was still in the diary and Graham Kendrick was still signed up, so an event could still take place. The renovated market square in Northampton would be a possible venue, but there would need to be further discussion, particularly involving the Hope Northampton team, who were already involved in discussions for Christmas celebrations in the market square. Furthermore, church leaders had suggested the possibility of co-ordinating events at the same time on a common theme around the county.  Teresa urged all to keep up their prayers for a successful outcome for both Pentecost 2009 and 2010.
7. FINANCE REPORT
Copies of the draft financial report to the year ending 31st December 2008 were circulated and studied, noting that the Salvation Army’s contributions for 2007 and 2008 both appeared together in 2008. The balance of funds held for Peterborough Hope had been paid over for the New Year event. Funds held over for the East Midlands Church Leaders’ retreat had been paid. Regarding the request for an increase of 10% in contributions, the treasurer reported that the main church leaders had agreed and subscriptions received accordingly.  After it was noted that the budget would cover plans for the following financial year, the accounts were accepted.  Peter Wilson thanked Sylvia Pitts, the auditor, for her work in examining the accounts.

8. ANNUAL REPORTS FROM LEPs AND CT GROUPS
Teresa Brown had assembled the previous year’s reports into a booklet; the current reports already received were posted on the display board at the back of the room and would be put up on the new web site in due course.  She asked that any outstanding reports be sent to her as soon as possible to be included in this.

9. REVIEW: Churches Together in South West Northampton

Giles Godber, Anglican Ecumenical Officer and Chair of the review team on this occasion, introduced his report by indicating the collage of ‘The Vine’ made by local children, who had explained that the leaves were the different churches.  He listed the people and churches taking part in the review, all in the Duston area, which as well as comprising all the major denominations, also included informal links with the New Duston Free Church and the Greek Orthodox Church. He noted particularly the importance of the ‘Welcome Team’, originally set up in 2001 but recently retrained and re-launched, ready for action when the recent slowdown in house-building would get going again. The partnership had carried out a consultation to agree goals and decide a way forward and make recommendations according to the circumstances and resources available. He stressed the importance of local people knowing the aims and what it was about.  He congratulated the participating churches for the warmth of friendship between them and thanked the LEP and his fellow reviewers, Mr John Moulding (URC Interim Moderator at Duston), the Revd Philip Nash (Deacon at Northampton RC cathedral) and the Revd Tim Woolley (Methodist Director of Mission for the Northampton district) for all that had been achieved.  He formally presented the review to the meeting, leaving several copies for inspection, noting finally that the whole process was a very valuable learning experience for all. The review report was commended and received.
Glayne Worgan, minister at St Andrew’s Methodist Church, Duston, responded with an update on the wider situation around the review area: (i) in Harpole, the Baptist Church and the Kingdom Life Church were to be known as Forefront; (ii) Kislingbury Baptist Church had appointed a missionary minister; (iii) Northampton YMCA was looking at a project to renovate an old farm building, which would provide work experience opportunities, future housing and community space.
10. CHAIR’S REMARKS

Lynn Fowkes reported that since being elected as Chair, she had been involved in the day-to-day working of Shire & Soke and appreciated all the work that was going on by various bodies.  She thanked the Executive, particularly Phil Taylor as her predecessor for all the work and information from meeting to meeting; she thanked Adrian Coupe for his continuing work as Vice-Chair; she thanked Teresa Brown for her time, effort and commitment; finally she thanked all members of Churches Together groups, LEPs and review groups, noting that all were working together to demonstrate Christian Unity and make Shire & Soke work.
11. INTERFAITH MATTERS

· Directory of Northamptonshire Faith Groups: Lewis Houston reported that the Northampton Inter-Faith Forum (with the help of Government funding) had been given a brief to publish a directory, including the seven main world religions, all of which were represented in the county, with the object of improving co-ordination and helping all fellow-workers and contributors.  Since the last general census, it was recognised that there had been much growth via immigration in all the faith groups, with around half a million people of faith in the county’s population of 700,000.  The value of faith groups in dealing with pressures and supporting their members in various ways was invaluable. He noted that, though many of these newcomers lived in the main towns, they often went elsewhere for their worship.  Occasionally premises were needed that could accommodate weddings, funerals, celebrations for a large number of people (including Christians); unfortunately, planning restrictions were not always conducive to these needs – however, some buildings were successfully being time-shared by different faith groups. Summing up, he commended the directory (copies of which were available), currently only in hard copy, but soon to be accessible online. Finally, he reported on a youth project – Faith and Food – taking place in Wellingborough schools, with a presentation and exhibition available.

· Interfaith Week: David Wiseman (from Churches Together in Northampton) noted the two main aspects of interfaith work, according to the Chief Rabbi: face to face (i.e. talking to each other) and side by side (i.e. doing things together).  He urged members to use their vote wisely in the forthcoming European elections, in order to keep out the extremists, and reported on the ‘Hope not Hate’ campaign in Northampton with that aim.  Interfaith Week (15th – 21st November 2008) would be an opportunity to show that in spite of differences it was possible to do things together.  He also talked about Faithworks, a national initiative encouraging local church groups to work together in local communities.  In Northampton, he reported, a small group had got together to see what could be done locally, and now consisted of 30 members.  The Faithworks Charter set out aims and objectives, offering a network of events bringing together various groups and to resource particular events and/or issues. He left flyers for a Faithworks event, ‘Not Business as Usual’, on 6th June at Holy Sepulchre church rooms in Northampton.
12. SHIRE & SOKE CHURCH LEADERS’ LOCAL ELECTION STATEMENT

Teresa Brown read out the prepared statement which had been issued that day and would be sent to the press and to local churches.  Copies were available on the table and also on the web site.
13. AOB

(1)
Daylight Centre, Wellingborough: Anne Toms reported that a new two-way 24/7 telephone link service was now operating. Leaflets were available, which she would forward to Teresa Brown.

14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 6th October 2009 at 2pm, at a venue to be arranged.  
Signed.....................................................................Date......................................

